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	INTRODUCTION

The Department of Health has issued guidance requiring the introduction of MRSA screening for all elective patients by the end of March 2009.

AIM

To identify the action being take by NHS Walsall to implement this guidance for Primary Care Surgery commissioned by NHS Walsall under the Willing Provider model.  This interim policy identifies:

· How screening will be undertaken

· What patient groups will be screened

· How patients will be managed

· Proposed future action

BACKGROUND

Over 3,000 patients are referred each year for surgery in Primary Care.  These include minor dermatological procedures, a range of minor orthopaedic procedures, including carpal tunnel repair, and vasectomies.

SCREENING PROCEDURE
In order to ensure a uniform approach to MRSA screening patients in the community across Walsall, Primary Care Surgery patients will be screened according to the process outlined in paragraphs 3.1 to 3.4 of NHS Walsall Community Health Policy.

The Department of Health guidance advises that patients undergoing minor dermatological procedures SHOULD NOT be routinely screened.  It is proposed therefore, with immediate effect, that all carpal tunnel and vasectomy patients are screened for MRSA.  Patients will be screened at the initial consultation.  This will take place during:
· Nerve conduction testing for carpal tunnel patients 

· Counselling session for vasectomy patients
Monitoring and reporting of the testing will be overseen by the Primary Care Surgery office that will be responsible for administering the process.

In order to scope and identify any other appropriate patients, the Primary Care Surgery Group has agreed to screen ALL referrals over a one month period (approximately 250 patients in total).  This trial will begin as soon as possible.
Patients who prove positive will be managed in line with the Decolonisation regime outlined in paragraphs 3.5 and 3.6 of NHS Walsall Community Health Policy.

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION

A Patient Information Leaflet for MRSA is available on the Infection Control Section of NHS Walsall’s Intranet and will be provided to all patients screened.

POLICY REVIEW

This interim policy will be revised within 6 months so that a definitive policy will be in place and ratified by the end of September 2009.
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